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tracing them to second causes. Cleai'ly the
Chaldean and Egyptian priests, the main sup-
ports* of two main forms of heathen worship,
were the parties to whose exact notice of the
heavenly motions the first progress of the
science is mainly clue.

Hipparchus, the Greek astronomer, is tho
author of the next main advance in the science,
and his careful observations enriched it with
some important discoveries. He was probably
as sincere a polytheist as other Greeks of those
days; but since he came after Plato, Aristotle,
Epicurus, Zeno, Chrysippus, the great founders
of Grecian schools of philosophy, ho may bo
.referred by Positivism to tho metaphysical
stage. There is no proof, however, that either
his polytheism or his Greek philosophy, to
whatever school ho belonged, had any marked
influence on the course of observation which ho
pursued with such success, and by which the
precession of the Equinoxes was brought to
light. Clear geometrical conceptions, however,
on the border-land of metaphysics, if riot meta-
physical, determined his practical sagacity as
the foremost astronomer of ancient timoR,

In the modern stage of Astronomy, tho time
of its most conspicuous triumphs, the great
Law of Positivism is not only a failure, but